Announcements – Service Opportunities, Sandy Bay Bible Study – 
Dee 24 hours Through the Bible – Wed. 7:00 pm – Communion today
Youth Event This Saturday - 
Call to worship – ___________ Isaiah 11: 
Read Scripture John 17:13-23 – Pray
– Prayer at our church by Andy Halbert. Tish arriving late
Apparently Twain used to say he put a dog and a cat in a cage together as an experiment, to see if they could get along. They did, so he put in a bird, pig and goat. They, too, got along fine after a few adjustments. Then he put in a Baptist, Presbyterian, and Catholic; soon there was not a living thing left. 

John 17, is called Jesus High Priestly Prayer
Jesus is in His last days on this earth
He knows that He is going to be leaving this earth by dying on the cross
so, you will see passion in His last words
what He thinks is very important
in fact, He is so serious that He is praying to His Heavenly Father about it!

Vs 13 We get to listen in between a conversation within the Trinity. 
These things I speak in the world: Jesus speaks out loud, praying for the disciples so that they can hear. A special joy He gives them, for the God of the Universe to pray for you, but also to pray for you so that you hear His heart and love for you.
Why is He praying for them, what is His heart for them? That they may have joy (Made complete, make full, fill up) Perf. Tense,  speaks of an action that took place in the past, which was completed in past time, and existence of its finished results. For instance one might say “I have closed the door" which speaks of a past completed action. But the implication is that as a result the door is still closed. Thus, the entire meaning is, “I have closed the door and it is closed at present.” You can see how a simple understanding of the perfect tense can often amplify the meaning which may not be readily apparent in the English translation, because the perfect tense has no exact equivalent in English.
14 Another name for Jesus is the Word of God. The manifestation of God in this world. The World hates us. We talked about this a few weeks ago, that there is an enmity between the world and God. 43 million estimated Christians martyred for their faith. Jesus has called us out of the world(AKA, Kingdom of this world, Kingdom of Satan) and placed us in the Kingdom of God (AKA Kingdom of Heaven) we are citizens of a new country. 
15 Jesus could have said to His disciples, look I’m going to die and resurrect. Let me just teleport you straight into Heaven. If He just loved the disciples then that’s what He would do. But God so loved the world. So Jesus comes into this world as a missionary God on a rescue mission and He commissions every Christ follower to the same mission. To go into the world and share, love and witness to those that are lost and perishing. But He also prays for their protection from Satan. Many times Satan is all too happy when we are going the way of the world. It is when we turn around that we run into Him. He can’t destroy the soul of a Christian but he can ruin a life of Christ follower that willingly goes along with him.  Ponerou: Evil, Evil one, pain-ridden, emphasizing the inevitable agonies (misery) that always go with evil.(people think it is synonymous with freedom) (opposite of joy)

17- Sanctification: What does that mean?
Sanctification:  The work of God that initially sets us apart from sin as our position in Christ and then progressively makes us more and more free from sin and more and more like Jesus Christ until the final culmination at His coming or our death when He completes the process.
Initial Sanctification (or Positional Sanctification)
1 Corinthians 6:11 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.

Acts 20:32 32 “So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

2B.  Progressive Sanctification (or ongoing Sanctification)
We are not perfect, but God is working on us. One man looked a Pastor straight in the eye and said, “I haven’t sinned in twenty years.” I said, “Really, if I asked your wife if that were true, would she agree with your assessment?” Such a belief can lead to hypocrisy. “If we say we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us” (1 Jn. 1:8). Caution, it is important to know that “having sin” and “being sin” are two totally different concepts.
 Hebrews 10:14 For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.
2 Corinthians 3:18 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.
Colossians 3:10  9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,
Why does Jesus want us to be sanctified? Verse 18 answers that.
18  JESUS view of sanctification:
a. DOES NOT CENTER ON HIS DISCIPLES SIMPLY BEING SPIRITUAL 
b. BUT IT DOES CENTER ON WHAT HE EXPECTS HIS DISCIPLES TO DO AFTER HE IS GONE.
c. HOW IN THE WORLD HAVE WE MISSED THIS MESSAGE?
1. I want us to see that there is a vast difference in how Jesus viewed spiritual growth and how most Christians view spiritual growth.
a. in my opinion, I believe that most Christians in today’s church focus on:
1.  themselves
2.  their needs
3.  their fulfillment
b. whereas, in Jesus’ view, spiritual growth centered on the impact that His disciples would make on the world
1.  in fact, Jesus will not only pray that they will make an 
     impact on the world around them
2.  He will tell them how to do it!
c. in some ways, we have developed an “Worldly View of Sanctification”
1.  after all, we are the “me generation”
2.  LOOK AROUND YOU!
	a.  what is the goal of the World today?
		1.  happiness    2.  Comfort     3.  success
	b.  the church seems to have the same kind of focus
	c.  IS THIS WHAT THE SCRIPTURE HAS IN MIND 
 	     FOR CHRISTIANS?
	d.  IS THIS WHY JESUS SAVED US  . . . FOR 
 	     OURSELVES?
2. It is very possible that our view of sanctification and Jesus’ view of sanctification is very different.
a. instead of focusing on ourselves and retreating into our Christian world
b. Jesus PRAYS that His disciples will enter a lost world and MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
c. and not only will Jesus challenge the church to affect the world, He will tell us HOW TO DO IT!
1. look at what Jesus says to His disciples
19 Jesus sanctifies Himself. Who sanctifies us? God. Why does Jesus say that He will sanctify Himself in order for us to be Sanctified? Sanctitifed Means to set apart. In our sanctification process, Jesus sets Himself apart to intercede with the Father on our behalf. Romans 8: 33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 

20  There are two times in Jesus life on this earth that I believe He thought of you specifically. This is the first one. The second one is when He was on the cross, and He experienced the payment of your individual sins (Past, present, future). 
21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 
We are called to be one, right after Jesus tells us to be sanctified by the Truth. So how do we balance truth and oneness. Two extremes: My Way or the Highway or Compromise
My way, we can only associate with those that believe all the things we believe. 

Oneness does not imply uniformity. It does not mean that all Christians will think alike or perform identical ministries. It does imply a common purpose and interdependence within the body of Christ. 

ONENESS: 
Calls for compromise. (Coexist) Other religions or denominations that disagree on essential doctrine:
One Lord, One faith, One baptism. Knowledge of Jesus and His Word, the Bible vs. 13-14, 
EPHESIONS verse
In Essentials Unity, In Non-Essentials Liberty, In All Things Charity.
German Lutheran theologian of the early seventeenth century, Rupertus Meldenius. The phrase occurs in a tract on Christian unity written (circa 1627) during the Thirty Years War (1618–1648), a bloody time in European history in which religious tensions played a significant role. The saying has found great favor among subsequent writers and has since been adopted as a motto by the Moravian Church of North America and the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.

22-23 Our goal is oneness in Christ, oneness with each other in essentials and love and this will show forth Jesus. That we will be as close as Jesus is with the Father. Jesus stated I and the Father are one. May we say with Him, I and Jesus are growing towards oneness. 

The Sunflower is probably the most amazing flowers God created. They literally follow the sun. Something I found out recently, is that Sunflowers continue tracking the suns direction long after sun set. Through 360 degree’s they ensure that they are always oriented in the direction of the sun. Their unity is totally dependant on one thing. Their relationship to the sun. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The giant sequoias of California have very shallow root systems. A tour guide pointed out that their roots extend just barely below the surface. It sounds impossible because we all know trees need deep roots to withstand drought and wind, but sequoias are most unique. They only grow in groves where their roots intertwine and their limbs interconnect with each other. When strong winds blow, they hold each other up. (Readers Digest, May 1989, pg. 48)
This is the way the church is designed. Without the help of others, we will be blown by every false doctrine. Standing together, in truth, we are strong. 


Personal confession of sin.
Chance to respond to gospel.
Communion – Invites all who call on Jesus as Savior and Lord
Willing to repent, turn to Jesus.
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
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