Announcements – Service Opportunities, Sandy Bay Bible Study
Tithes & offerings can be left in the back on the table. 

· Anticipation over a holiday like Christmas
· A wedding, trip. Passover to the Jews of Jesus day was a huge week long holiday called Passover. and it began on the first day of the week in a ceremony called Presentation Day. This is what we now call Palm Sunday. Josephus states that over 250,000 lambs are killed for the celebration. Figuring one lamb for about 10 people and you have 2.5 – 3 million people in Jerusalem during this.
· The day is the beginning of the Passover celebration for Israel. Celebrated for over 1000 years.

John 12
Vs12-13
This is the location that the celebration of Passover began each year. 
So What is Passover and why was it a holiday in Jesus day? explain
This was one of the biggest holidays of the year. If you were an Israelite, you were commanded to come to Jerusalem on this week long Holiday. If you were able 

What is Passover? Israel in slavery in Egypt, God sends Moses, 10 plagues, last plague
· Sacrifice a male unblemished lamb as your substitute. 1st born will be spared.
· Every year since then celebrate this deliverance from slavery by doing the same thing.
· Passover lasted a week. Began with Lamb selection Day or Presentation Day.
· You were to bring a lamb to be sacrificed for your family.

· One special Lamb selected from the fields of Bethlehem from the Royal Shepherds
· • The best lamb (selected from the fields outside of Bethlehem) is picked to be the sacrifice for all the people, - Only these royal shepherds were considered holy or clean by the priests. 
· High Priest goes to the Mount of Olives and leads a procession of people singing Psalm 118. 

First Annointing: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Luke 7
 (Sinful woman (Possibly Mary Magdalene, at beginning of ministry, in Galilee, at home of Simon the Pharisee)

 Mentions Passover John 2, John 6 and now John 12
3 passovers. In the final week of Jesus life.
Dinner was given in Jesus honor. Read in parallel passage that this banquet is held in the house of Simon the Leper. Normally big gatherings were done in a community in largest house. Simon, obviously, no longer a leper, holds it in his. 
Martha, Active (Martha Stewart) (Hands)
Mary (Opposite) Listen contemplate, spend time with Christ (Devotion)
Lazarus (Strong silent type) Like most guys. Living testimony of Jesus (Witness)
Average people. Not highly affluent, normal people. Become extraordinary because of their love for Christ.
Vs3   Every time we see Mary, she is at Jesus feet. Whether she is Learning, Grieving (last week) or serving at the feet of Jesus. 
	Mary’s Gift HUMBLE: lowest servant washed feet, she let her hair down
	EXTRAVAGENT: Alabaster Jar, Spikenard: 
• Hand picked in the Himalayas – 10k feet to 30k feet above sea level
• used for anointing of Kings – Tutankhamen tomb – 1929 – 
   – jar of spikenard still emitting smell over 3000 years later
• used in the Temple at the altar of incense. Representing Prayers of    
   God’s people going up before God
• Alabaster Jar is sealed to keep inside – broke the jar
• Used for Life Savings many times – small, easily traded
• Judas believed this oil was worth 300 denarii (John 12:5), 
 a year’s wages for a working man.$15,000.
Vs 4-6
Judas had a sharp sense of financial values, but no appreciation of what God valued. He thought was to much love, devotion to show to Jesus.
If we are extravagant in our love for Jesus, He will not criticize us; that is what Judas did. Are we like Mary, extravagant in our love for Jesus, or are we like Judas, criticizing others who are?

If you ever serve Jesus. Some people have the gift of discouragement and are Satan’s little helpers. You did too much, did too little, gave too much, gave too little, didn’t do it my way, blah blah blah
Judas is doing nothing but will save his energy to criticize. 

Satans little helpers: When you are serving Jesus and someone comes up and starts to criticize you, tell them: My pastor was telling me that when I serve Jesus that I could expect one of Satan’s Little Helpers to start criticizing. I just didn’t think it would be you.

Many of us are tempted in our area of greatest gifts. 
I am very driven, hard worker – see the hill, take it, see the goal, complete it. Need to be careful that work doesn’t become the goal.
Solomon gifted in Wisdom became a fool
David had great passion for the Lord for people – committed adultery
Peter great boldness – went so far as to rebuke Jesus
Judas gifted in finances - Stole money given to Jesus. Betrayed Jesus 4 money.
We could’ve fed a lot of poor people – sounds holy.	
Some speculated that Judas was a Christian & just tanked at the end. NO. He was not, the whole time of Jesus ministry he was taking from the poor. He Had two distinct characters – one that is for the public and one for private. What they do on the weekends, evenings, is completely anti-thetical. The issue is not how did this really good person go so bad. It is eventually they stop pretending. What they used to do in private, they now do in public. Judas is that guy.
Vs 7-8	Matthew 26:13
	Mary doesn’t defend herself.  She doesn’t care. What Judas thinks is of no concern to her. Jesus however defends her.
It was intended for the day of my burial. Deut 15:11 “poor will never cease from the land
“– Poor people will always be with us. We can’t be naïve. I’ve only got a few days left before I die. The opportunity for us to be together will pass us by.
c. She has done this for the day of My burial: Mary knew something that the disciples didn’t understand. She knew that Jesus was going to die, and so she was compelled to offer this extravagant gift of devotion to Jesus. Mary had more insight than others because she spent time at the feet of Jesus.
Vs 9	Lazarus claim to fame is that he’s breathing. Jesus is the resurrection and the life.
There is power in a testimony. Especially those who have nothing to gain by telling their story. Others gather to hear the story. 
Vs 10-11   The chief priests were mostly Sadducees, and the Sadducees didn’t believe in the resurrection. Lazarus was a living example of life after death, and having him around was an embarrassment to their theological system. For them, there was only one solution to this embarrassing problem - to put Lazarus to death also.
Do you see the ironic, if not funny, part here. 
If they did kill him, you think Jesus would just raise him again. Crowds get bigger. Lazarus saying “I hope this doesn’t keep happening” It takes weeks to get that rid of that stinketh part. 

They want Lazarus dead because Lazarus is living proof that Jesus is the Messiah and Savior. Chief Priests said there was no resurrection. Lazarus is walking testimony that there is. God just disproved their theology.

God says in Romans 1:18 that people suppress the truth. The Truth however always fights and comes back up.
Basketball in the ocean or the pool. Try to suppress it but it always keeps coming back up.  

The truth is really a declaration of war. When we speak the truth, people’s natural tendency is to not like it. 
The truth is you can’t save yourself, Well, I don’t like that. 
The truth is you’re not a good person. Well, I don’t like that. 
You don’t worship God, you worship yourself. I  don’t like that. 
Jesus is the Only Way. Well, I don’t like that. 
The truth is only Jesus can save you. Well, I don’t like that.
Many times the problem with our faith is a lack of love for the truth. Bible, 
It is a lack of love for the truth. A lack of love for Christ. 

Abraham Lincoln asked once: How many legs does a dog have count tail?

Vs 11 –  Pharisees define holiness like that perfume in the bottle:
Stay separate, stay apart, don’t fellowship with get involved with the last, the least and the lost.
be different, don’t associate with the wrong crowd, don’t touch questionable people, don’t associate with them.
But there is a second way to define holiness, which is the way Jesus defined it, namely that holiness is perfect love poured out. 

So how did Jesus live out the life of holiness? By avoiding certain types of people? No! He lived out the life of holiness by reaching out to them with love and compassion. He identified with the outcasts. He sat with them. He accepted them without judging them. They felt that they were no longer nobodies, that God cared for them, that they were included in God’s invitation to the kingdom of God.
How are we going to define and live out the life of holiness today? Will we do it as the Pharisees? Or will we do it as Mary did it, as Jesus did it?
Now, fastforward to the Cross. 
 
Mark’s gospel, large group of women. Mary, more than likely is there.

In Crucifiction Feet are used for mockery,  let you breathe a couple more hours. Break your legs so you could no longer raise yourself up. Mary looks up to God dying on the cross for her sins. As Jesus is hanging there, the place where Mary had sat, mourned, learned, worshipped. He smelled the gift of Mary. His body would still have that perfume on his body. He smells Mary’s love, remembers the joy of fellowship at that feast. The final air that goes through his lungs. Mary is participating in that. 
I want you to remember Mary. She sat at the feet of Christ, brought his memory back to good times, poured out her life savings, so Jesus could have a sweet scent in his nostrils when He gave His life for Mary, for us, for you.

Jesus body was broken and poured out just as that perfume bottle was broken and poured out.

Our response is the same. Our brokenness when combined with Jesus brings forth the sweetest aroma that attracts people to Jesus. 
2 Corinthians 2. I wonder if Paul had Mary’s gift in his mind. 
14 Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place. 15 For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing. 16 To the one we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to life. 

AN OFFERING MUST BE BROKEN
Vince Havner: “God uses broken things. It takes broken soil to produce a crop, broken clouds to give rain, broken grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength. It is the broken alabaster box that gives forth perfume. It is Peter, weeping bitterly, who returns to greater power than ever.” 

Jesus body was broken and poured out just as that perfume bottle was broken and poured out.

Our response is the same. Our brokenness when combined with Jesus brings forth the sweetest aroma that attracts people to Jesus. 
The scent we take to the world. This fragrance fills the whole earth is our time spent with Jesus. 
We will be children of Mary. As we mimic her example. 
Stay at his feet, pour out your life as a fragrant offering to the one who loves you and died for you and rose from the dead to purchase for you a place in Heaven.
Our worship culminates as we take with us, the sweet fragrant aroma of Christ. As Lazarus, our testimony will attract followers to Jesus, 

There was a factory in northern France where lavender for use in perfumes was produced. Each evening as the workers would head for home and walk the streets the little town, the whole village would be filled with the sweet aroma of lavender that had clung to the workers. 

That's how it should be with us. As we follow Christ, as we stay close to him, we will be the aroma of Christ to the world. Listen again to Pau
2 Cor: 2:14 Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place. 15 For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing. 16 To the one we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to life. 
Benediction: Hebrews 13:20-21
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