Announcements – Service Opportunities, Sandy Bay Bible Study – 
Dee 24 hours Through the Bible – Wed. 7:00 pm 
Offering – Final day for elder submissions. Please get those in.
Call to worship – Prayer
Read Scripture Acts 1:12-26

Are you an impatient person? Are you impatient like me? Impatient? I don’t like traffic. I don’t like waiting behind cars.  Have you ever said this: “Hurry up! Hurry up!” You ever said that? I’ve said it to a microwave. I am not an incredibly patient person. In fact, I’m an impatient person. Micrwave -1400wat And I know patience is a virtue, and one of the fruits of the Spirit is patience, and it’s all very convicting. And I get really impatient when there’s an opportunity or a goal set before me. 
Any of you like that? There’s something on your horizon: it’s an opportunity that’s set before you—next season of life. Maybe it’s something you’re excited about, something you’ve been waiting for. Well, then, you just want to get to work, right? Are you like that? Are you a doer, like, “All right, just tell me what to do, get out of the way because I’m proceeding forward, going to get this done.” That’s me. What I don’t like is a four-letter word called “wait,” OK? “Wait” is—ugh—and it’s a word that Jesus uses.

So, what we see in the book of Acts—we’re in Acts 1:12–26—is that people had been waiting for Jesus, all the way back. So, here we go. If you’re new, we’ll do the whole Bible in a minute. So, God made us, we sinned against him, death came into human history, a promise was made that Jesus was coming—Genesis 3:15. How long did they have to wait for Jesus to come? A couple thousand years. That’s a long wait, right? Long wait—way, way, way worse than, like, 2G or dial-up. This is a serious wait. And then Jesus comes, he lives without sin, he dies for us, he rises from death. We see in the opening pages of Acts that he appeared for forty days, evidencing his resurrection, and he told them, “Here it is. You’re going to be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, ends of the earth. I’ve got a global mission, something huge for you to do. You’ve been waiting thousands of years. Now go tell everyone that I’ve come, but”—what’s he say? “Wait.” What? “Wait.” Mentioned 160 times in the Bible. Psa. 27:14, Lam. 3:25 The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, to the person who seeks Him. delayed gratification. 
Learn to trust in the Lord’s timing, delayed gratification. Teens are like waiting for an mp3 to download? Why? If God gave us instantly, our faith is not increased. God what are you teaching me through this waiting? Suffering produces, endurance,ch.hope
Isaiah 40:31 But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run…

What are they going to do? Set before them is the biggest mission in the history of the world, the one that God’s people have been waiting for a few thousand years. “Jesus has risen from death. Go tell the world!” And they’ve got to wait. What are they going to do while they wait? Read with me Acts 1:12–14. It’s going to be convicting, at least for me, maybe for you, too.
Wait, Gather, Pray, Unity, Portion, Power, 

13 And when they had entered, they went up into the upper room where they were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son of James.
Vs 12 Jesus has ascended to Heaven, he tells them You are going to be my witnesses. But wait. So they travel a Sabbath Days journey. SDJ is a measure of distance. That’s kind of like saying they walked from there 1/2 mile. 2000 cubits or 1000 Yards roughly. Little over ½ a mile. This matches with the descriptions of the location of the upper room so it is possible and pretty likely that they are in the same UPPER ROOM that they had the Last Supper. 
Vs 13 Lists all 11 apostles. Yes, there were two guys named Judas. How’d you like to be that guy? Who are you? One of Jesus apostles. “I’ve heard of Jesus and the apostles. What’s your name?” “My name is Judas.” “Oh, I’ve heard of you.” “I’m the other Judas,” right? That’s like having the last name Bin Laden. I’m Oscar Bin Laden. I’m a different guy.”  From Germany - adolph
Many had a hebrew and greek name: Matthew tax collector - Levi
Judas is also called by his greek name in mark and matthew which is Thaddeus. Afterwards he goes by the shortened form Jude. The book of Jude is his book. 
Vs 14 “All these with one accord were devoting themselves to”—what? “To prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.” So, Jesus says he’s God; Jesus dies for sin; Jesus rises from death; Jesus appears for forty days; Jesus proves that he’s conquered Satan, sin, death, hell, and the wrath of God; Jesus gives us the biggest mission in the history of the world; Jesus tells us to wait for the Holy Spirit’s power, and in that time, they do 3  things that are good patterns for us to learn—gathering, praying, and unifying.
They’re gathering in the upper room. This is a flat-roof home, on top of which would have been built a pretty simple structure. These tended to be not very posh circumstances, conditions. This was the kind of place that the poor would rent. I mean, think about it—no air conditioning, you’re up on the roof, you’re baking, it’s hot, it’s uncomfortable. This is not a lavishly funded early ministry and church.
And they’re meeting in the upper room. We’re not sure which upper room they’re meeting in. It may have been the same upper room where Jesus convened his disciples for the Last Supper. They met also in an upper room, so they may be meeting and convening in that same place.
Prayer brings unity – Hard to pray and be mad - Divorce rate of Christians – 
Waiting upon the Lord – examples – moses 40 years– Abraham 30 years after God promises a child – David – 20 years to become King
When we need the Lord – Gather, don’t isolate, Pray together, 
Prayer brings unity – 
Apostles and everyone gathered is praying to God. Did you get that - Mary is praying to God – The apostles are not praying to her. Now, it's important for us to understand that Mary is never exalted in the Scripture. Only is she exalted in reference to the child that is born from her, not in herself. In fact, on one occasion in Mark, chapter 3, Jesus was teaching in a house. His brothers and mother came and they sent somebody in to tell Him that they wanted to talk to Him and He replied by saying, "Who is My mother?" "Who are My brothers?" And then He pointed to the audience and He said, "Even are you My mother and My brothers." And then they couldn't figure that out and He said, "Whosoever doeth the will of God, the same is My brother...sister and mother." You see, He minimized the spiritual significance of Mary and His physical family. They had to be redeemed just like anybody else. And I want you to notice that it says, "These all continued with one accord in prayer...with the women" with "Mary..." And you'll notice they didn't pray to Mary; they prayed with Mary. Mary was praying. Mary needed to be redeemed. Now, for many years there are some denominations that have taught that Mary is co-redemptrix with Jesus Christ, that she had a part in obtaining redemption through Christ. That is not in the New Testament. That does not appear anywhere in the New Testament. And I'm not minimizing Mary. Perhaps among all women, she is certainly blessed, but among all women, she may be of the loveliest who ever lived and of the most wonderful kind of wife and mother imaginable. I'm not minimizing her humanness; I am eliminating her deity. Mary was in no way co-redemptrix with Jesus Christ. She has no place of superiority; she's simply there. No candles were being burned to her. She is kneeling with everybody else, praying like everybody else and, in fact, praying to her Son like everybody else. She is never again mentioned in the New Testament. There is no theology about Mary. Paul never mentions Mary in any of his doctrines of redemption. She appears nowhere past this verse at all in God's revelation. And a great disservice is done when people have to go to God and to Christ through Mary, for Mary is in no way related to our prayers. It is not there and not to be done.

“All these with one accord were devoting themselves to”—what? “To prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.” So, Jesus says he’s God; Jesus dies for sin; Jesus rises from death; Jesus appears for forty days; Jesus proves that he’s conquered Satan, sin, death, hell, and the wrath of God; Jesus gives us the biggest mission in the history of the world; Jesus tells us to wait for the Holy Spirit’s power, and in that time, they do three things that are good patterns for us to learn from—gathering, praying, and unifying.

Vs 15 120 – Jesus appeared to over 500 at a time. Maybe as many as 1000 or more people met Him after the resurrection. Only 120 people in the church at this time. Recent survey: 85% believe that Jesus is probably true –  “What are your primary objections to Christianity?” 85 percent of those polled say, “There’s credible evidence that Jesus was God and rose from death, and I’m not a Christian because I want to do what I want to do.”

Vs 16 Who spoke through the mouth of David? The Holy Spirit. The writer of the Bible is God. Used David’s mouth but it is the Holy Spirit who spoke. 
Vs 17-21 This is important for understanding what is going to come next. Some commentators look at this and say, well Peter messes up here. He shouldn’t be casting lots. Is this casino night in vegas, are they betting money, No. 
Let scripture interpret Scripture. If someone quotes a scripture, go back and see if it gives you insight into it. This one clearly does. 
He references Joshua 18 – Where the Israelites are about to enter the promised land and what are they doing ? Waiting. Joshua has them go survey the land – probably took months – They come back, look at the portions of the promised land and cast lots to determine what portion goes to which of the 12 tribes. 
12 Tribes		12 Apostles
12 Portions		12 Portions
Entering Promised Land	Entering Kingdom of God

Here Peter declares – based on Scripture – that Judas had a portion of the ministry. He betrayed Jesus and received his portion due Him. He could have had a great portion but He failed to trust in Jesus. 
Peter knows there is a task, a portion, for the 12 disciples. Also in Matt.19:28 – 12 apostles would sit on 12 thrones judging tribes of Israel. – We need 12.
Judas received the portion of the betrayer – Field of blood – destruction
New portion needs to be distributed – like Joshua –through lots
· In the Old Testament this is done often
· In the New Testament – after the coming of the Holy Spirit – this is never done again. Why? We have the filling of the Holy Spirit who guides and directs us. Internally. We don’t need to roll dice to pick elders. We look at qualifications – all else being equal – we pray and the Holy Spirit reveals to us the right person. 
Proverbs 16:33 The lot is cast into the lap, But its every decision is from the LORD. 

Here’s the principal for us. I believe The Lord has a job and purpose for you to do (A portion, if you will, the Promised Land). If you fail to do it, in sin,  or are not in step with Him, you will miss them. He will have it accomplished, He will just use someone else to do it. Judas failed – God knew He would fail, was never a Christian but there were still to be 12 apostles. 
	See it often in Roatan – Ministry that is needed here – someone leaves, for their sin, someone else sins against them, for whatever reason there is a portion of God’s work that needs to be accomplished. What does God do? He raises up another to fulfill that role. Now sometimes God has to fix a situation to protect His people.
Vs 22-26 The people proposed two possible leaders. Joseph called Barsabbas (Son of the Sabbath) and Matthias. Notice, it was not the two of them pushing to lead. Pick me, pick me. Leaders understand the gravity of leadership and do not usually seek it out. Beware the leader that has to be in charge, that will do anything to get the power. When we pick elders, it is usually the guy that reluctantly agrees not the one that is eager to lead. If you understand leadership it is a grave responsibility. AW TOSIER QUOTE
New Testament really starts in Acts 2. Before that, people are living, for the most part like they did n the Old Testament. Without the Holy Spirit’s presence in their life. 

Big Picture: So God has called each of us to be witnesses. First we need to be prepared, we need to wait on the Lord. 
What do we do while we are waiting on the Lord, or needing the Lord to move? 
We gather. We pray. Through our prayer we become united and the Kingdom of God begins to manifest in our lives and overflow affecting all those around us. 

The story is told of a man who was taking a walk down a country road, when he came across a stone quarry in which a number of men were working. He questioned several of them about what they were doing. The first replied irritably, ‘Can’t you see? I’m hewing a stone.’ The second answered without looking up, ‘I’m earning £100 a week.’ But when the same question was put to the third man, he stopped, put his pick down, stood up, stuck out his chest and said, ‘If you want to know what I’m doing, I’m building a cathedral.’ So it is a matter of how far we can see. The first man could not see beyond his pick, and the second beyond his paycheck. But the third man looked beyond his tools and his wages to the ultimate end he was serving. He was co-operating with the architect. However small his particular contribution, he was building the Kingdom of God. 
We are either building the Kingdom of the World or the Kingdom of God.
Which one are you working on. One will be destroyed but the Kingdom of God will last for eternity.  It takes us Waiting, Gather, Pray, Unity, Portion, Power.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Benediction: Nm. 6:24 “The Lord bless you and keep you;
25 The Lord make His face shine upon you, And be gracious to you;
26 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, And give you peace.”’
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